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“Greater love has no 

one than this, than one 

lay down their life for 

their friends. You are 

my friends if you do 

what I command you.” 

John 15:13-14 

According to the 

Greeting Card Association, an estimated one billion Valentine cards are sent each year, 

making Valentine’s Day the second largest card sending holiday of the year (an estimated 

2.6 billion cards are sent for Christmas.) 

So, what does Valentine’s Day have to do with Jesus? Everything!  Every February, across 

the country, cards, flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name 

of Saint Valentine. So who was Valentine, and how did he become associated with this 

ancient rite?  

One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in 

Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those 

with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men—his crop of potential 

soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to 

perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered, 

Claudius ordered that he be put to death. 

Another story suggested that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help 

Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten and tortured.   

According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first “valentine” greeting himself. 

While in prison for defying Claudius, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young 

girl (who may have been his jailor’s daughter) who visited him during his confinement. 

Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote to her and the Christian community a letter 

of encouragement reminding them of his God’s unwavering love for them during this time 

of crisis and persecution, and which he signed “From your Valentine”, an expression 

which is still used today. 
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Valentine truly understood the verse from John… “Greater love has no one than this; than 

one lay down their life for their friends.” He knew that Jesus had laid down His life for 

Him, and this empowered him to do the same for others without regard to the potential 

consequences.  

Romance and romantic love is a gift of God to be celebrated. Jesus leads us to see love in 

the highest example, to lay down one’s life for another and to love as we have been loved 

by Jesus. 

When you do, you can experience on a deeper 

level the love (AGAPE) that God has and 

continues to give you. 

So, what about you? If being a Christian were 

illegal and you were arrested, would there be 

enough evidence to convict you.? 

You are Blessed to be a Blessing! You are Loved to be a Lover! 

See you in Church,  

Pastor Garry 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

I’ve been meditating on Paul’s words recorded in Romans 8:38,39 printed below: 

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Paul’s passionate words blaze from a heart on fire with truth of what God has done for us 

in Christ Jesus. Paul faced unimaginable hardships and suffering in his life, and yet could 

express these words with complete confidence and joy. Just think about this! 

What about you? Do you or 

someone you know long to be loved 

within a meaningful, permanent 

relationship? In a world often lacking 

respect, commitment, and loyalty, 

God’s children find that they do 

belong to Someone and something 

greater than themselves and greater 

than the world. Every believer in 
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Jesus Christ is secure in God’s love forever and ever. 

God orders and controls absolutely all things, at all times, in all places, and in all people, 

for the good of those who love Him. As believers, we could not be more secure in His love! 

God’s love is like Himself: unchangeable, personal, purposeful and all-powerful. God’s 

love is the strongest, steadiest, firmest, most substantial, unbending, constant, uniform 

and dependable reality. Nothing can separate us from God’s love.  

How will the fact that you do not need to fear the loss of God’s love bring you new peace, 

comfort, and joy? Will you ask God to help you move beyond your comfort zone and share 

what you know with someone longing for true love and looking for it in all the wrong 

places. 

By the way, I love you too! 

Perry 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
We have had the pleasure of working together with Skate Dogs to provide them a place 

to run some of their skateboarding classes. The kids have had an exciting time, and it has 

been profitable to the church as well. A win-win situation.  
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Updated Church Directories are available in the entry.  

               * * * * * * * * * * * * 
  

UPCOMING LENTEN & EASTER ACTIVITIES 
  

February 14th ~ Ash Wednesday Services @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, February 21st & 28th ~ Lenten Soup Supper @ 5:30pm 

Wednesday, March 7th, 14th & 21st ~ Lenten Soup Supper @ 5:30pm 

March 25th ~ Palm/Preschool Sunday 

March 29th ~ Maundy Thursday Service @ 7:00pm 

March 30th ~ Good Friday Service @ 7:00pm 

Sunday, April 1st ~ Easter Sunday 

Clothe and Care for the Needy 

Tend the Sick 

FEB. 21ST              6 ð 7:30 PM                       EASTER BASKETS 

Easter Basket Supplies, Wrapped Candies, Boxed Animal Crackers, Wrapped Cookies, 
Stickers, Small Toys, Plastic Rings, Plastic Easter Eggs, Easter Basket Grass, Little Coloring 
Books, Small Boxes of Crayons, etc. 

FEB. 28TH              6 ð 7:30 PM                       EASTER BASKETS 

Same as above 

MAR. 7TH            6 ð 7:30 PM                                HYGIENE KIT BAGS  

Gallon Size Plastic Bags, Travel or Small Size Hygiene Products like Shampoo, Deodorant, 
Tooth Paste, Tooth Brushes, Soap Washcloth, Bottled Water, Granola Bars, Tissues, 
Lotion, Shaving Supplies, White Socks, Knit Caps, etc. 

MAR. 14TH        6 ð 7:30 PM                          JARED BOXES 

See list on page 5. 

MAR. 21ST         6 ð 7:30 PM                                      JARED BOXES 

Same as above 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
  https://sllc90808.churchcenter.com/giving 

https://sllc90808.churchcenter.com/giving
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2/14      Vance   ʃKim Frederick (36)  

2/16      Brett   ʃLaura Hunter (38)  

 

 

 

 

2/1 Reese Fandrich 
2/3 Jameson McShane 
2/7 Hans Heimburger 
2/7 Lindsey McShane 
2/7 Glorianna  Mohr 
2/9 Diane Alonso 
2/9 MaryAnn Saupe 
2/10 Matthew Wall 
2/11 Megan Wall 
2/16 Jaxsen Henry 
2/19 Jeff Howard 
2/19 Clifton Patterson II 
2/25 Brent Leckich 
2/28 Courtney Raziano 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

12/2 Samuel Fandrich 
12/2 Marilyn Stagnaro 
12/6 Jackson McShane 
12/6 Bonnie Mohr 
12/9 Perry Saupe 
12/10 Alice Anderson 
12/11 James McDaniel 
12/13 Linnea Jorgensen 
12/13 Rodney Reed 
12/14 Jane Benning 
12/15 Nedra D’Ambrosio 
12/16 Laura Hunter 
12/25 Samantha Brice 
 

12/2 Samuel Fandrich 
12/2 Marilyn Stagnaro 
12/6 Jackson McShane 
12/6 Bonnie Mohr 
12/9 Perry Saupe 
12/10 Alice Anderson 
12/11 James McDaniel 
12/13 Linnea Jorgensen 
12/13 Rodney Reed 
12/14 Jane Benning 
12/15 Nedra D’Ambrosio 
12/16 Laura Hunter 
12/25 Samantha Brice 
 

 12/2 Samuel Fandrich 
12/2 Marilyn Stagnaro 
12/6 Jackson McShane 
12/6 Bonnie Mohr 
12/9 Perry Saupe 
12/10 Alice Anderson 
12/11 James McDaniel 
12/13 Linnea Jorgensen 
12/13 Rodney Reed 
12/14 Jane Benning 

12/2 Samuel Fandrich 
12/2 Marilyn Stagnaro 
12/6 Jackson McShane 
12/6 Bonnie Mohr 
12/9 Perry Saupe 
12/10 Alice Anderson 
12/11 James McDaniel 
12/13 Linnea Jorgensen 
12/13 Rodney Reed 
12/14 Jane Benning 

10/1 Leola Maierhofer 
10/5 Nancy Tashner 
10/6 Anna Johnson 
10/13 Cia Salisbury 
10/15 Jessica Koenen 
10/17 Janet Christopherson 
10/17 Susan Lande 
10/21 Scott Benning 
10/22 Nathan Hartley 
10/23 Nic Chaffee 
10/26 Norm Bernd 
10/27 Jerome Hodge 
10/27 Don Larkin 
 

10/1 Leola Maierhofer 
10/5 Nancy Tashner 
10/6 Anna Johnson 
10/13 Cia Salisbury 
10/15 Jessica Koenen 
10/17 Janet Christopherson 
10/17 Susan Lande 
10/21 Scott Benning 
10/22 Nathan Hartley 
10/23 Nic Chaffee 
10/26 Norm Bernd 
10/27 Jerome Hodge 
10/27 Don Larkin 
 

Jim Lande    

 
 

Feb 7  Kids Club 
  Confirmation 
Feb 10 Parents’ Night Out  
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day/Ash Wed. 
Feb 18 Council Meeting 
Feb 19 PRESIDENT’S Day - CLOSED 
Feb 21 Lenten Soup Supper 
Feb 27 Preschool Board Meeting 
Feb 28 Lenten Soup Supper 
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St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
& Christian Preschool 
5633 East Wardlow Road 
Long Beach, CA  90808 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Change 
Service 

Requested  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Garry F. Mohr – Pastor 
Nic Chaffee – Contemporary Music Director 

Dr. Marc Skuster – Organist 
Bill Bode – Choir Director 

Perry Saupe – Office Volunteer/President 
Laura Hunter – Church Secretary 

Candice Pearson – Preschool Director 
Dr. Clifton Patterson – Youth Minister 

 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“To know God’s Love and Share It!”  

 

 

 

The Courier is the newsletter of 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church & Preschool 

Our website address is  
Stlukeslongbeach.org 

Facebook ~ stlukeslutheranchurchlb 
 

Email: 
 SLLC90808@gmail.com 

SLCP90808@gmail.com 
    

  Church Office:       (562) 429-5967 
     Preschool:     (562) 420-7308 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Contemporary Worship @ 9:00 AM 

Mingle Time @ 10:00 AM 

Adult Bible Study @ 10:15 AM 

Traditional Worship @ 11:00 AM 

Youth C.R.E.W. @ 5:00 PM 

MIDWEEK 

Kids’ Club @ 4:00-5:00 PM – Wed.  

Come visit us soon! 

You are welcome here! 

 

http://www.stlukeslongbeach.org/
file:///C:/Users/Public/Courier/Courier%20-%202016/09%20September/www.facebook.com/stlukeslutheranchurchlb/
mailto:Stlukespreschool@aol.com

