“Greater love has no
one than this, than one
lay down their life for
their friends. You are
my friends if you do
The %ory Behind St. Valentine what | command you.”

— _
l John 15:13-14

= _";,f‘ According  to  the
Greeting Card Association, an estimated one billion Valentine cards are sent each year,
making Valentine’s Day the second largest card sending holiday of the year (an estimated

2.6 billion cards are sent for Christmas.)

So, what does Valentine’s Day have to do with Jesus? Everything! Every February, across
the country, cards, flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name
of Saint Valentine. So who was Valentine, and how did he become associated with this
ancient rite?

One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in
Rome. When Emperor Claudius Il decided that single men made better soldiers than those
with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men—his crop of potential
soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to
perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered,
Claudius ordered that he be put to death.

Another story suggested that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help
Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten and tortured.

According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first “valentine” greeting himself.
While in prison for defying Claudius, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young
girl (who may have been his jailor’s daughter) who visited him during his confinement.
Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote to her and the Christian community a letter
of encouragement reminding them of his God’s unwavering love for them during this time
of crisis and persecution, and which he signed “From your Valentine”, an expression
which is still used today.
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Valentine truly understood the verse from John... “Greater love has no one than this; than
one lay down their life for their friends.” He knew that Jesus had laid down His life for
Him, and this empowered him to do the same for others without regard to the potential
consequences.

Romance and romantic love is a gift of God to be celebrated. Jesus leads us to see love in
the highest example, to lay down one’s life for another and to love as we have been loved
by Jesus.

When you do, you can experience on a deeper
level the love (AGAPE) that God has and
continues to give you.

So, what about you? If being a Christian were
illegal and you were arrested, would there be

enough evidence to convict you.?

You are Blessed to be a Blessing! You are Loved to be a Lover!
See you in Church,
Pastor Garry

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I’'ve been meditating on Paul’s words recorded in Romans 8:38,39 printed below:

38 For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, * nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul’s passionate words blaze from a heart on fire with truth of what God has done for us
in Christ Jesus. Paul faced unimaginable hardships and suffering in his life, and yet could
express these words with complete confidence and joy. Just think about this!

What about you? Do you or iy %
someone you know long to be loved Motﬁl“q é@t > 3
within a meaningful, permanent erl f‘ 2 i"( Jg - .
relationship? In a world often lacking cdi E)U)mhm [ &
respect, commitment, and loyalty, ug ﬁiom

God’s children find that they do

belong to Someone and something ' f
greater than themselves and greater N

than the world. Every believer in = & = ~ 7% i Kntens §:38-37
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Jesus Christ is secure in God’s love forever and ever.

God orders and controls absolutely all things, at all times, in all places, and in all people,
for the good of those who love Him. As believers, we could not be more secure in His love!

God’s love is like Himself: unchangeable, personal, purposeful and all-powerful. God’s
love is the strongest, steadiest, firmest, most substantial, unbending, constant, uniform
and dependable reality. Nothing can separate us from God’s love.

How will the fact that you do not need to fear the loss of God’s love bring you new peace,
comfort, and joy? Will you ask God to help you move beyond your comfort zone and share
what you know with someone longing for true love and looking for it in all the wrong
places.

By the way, | love you too!

Perry
k %k % k %k k %k %k k k k %k %k %k % k k k k %

We have had the pleasure of working together with Skate Dogs to provide them a place
to run some of their skateboarding classes. The kids have had an exciting time, and it has
been profitable to the church as well. A win-win situation.
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Updated Church Directories are available in the entry.
* 3k 3k k k k k k k k k k¥

= UPCOMING LENTEN & EASTER ACTIVITIES

February 14" ~ Ash Wednesday Services @ 11:00am & 7:00pm
Wednesday, February 21t & 28" ~ Lenten Soup Supper @ 5:30pm
Wednesday, March 7%, 14" & 215t~ Lenten Soup Supper @ 5:30pm
March 25™ ~ Palm/Preschool Sunday
March 29" ~ Maundy Thursday Service @ 7:00pm
March 30" ~ Good Friday Service @ 7:00pm
Sunday, April 1°* ~ Easter Sunday

lfentenfiseason
SoD SUHPOrS and Projesis

Clothe and Care for the Needy
Tend the Sick

FEB 21sT 607:30PM EASTEBASKETS

Easter Basket Supplies, Wrapped Candies, Boxed Animal Crackers, Wrapped Cookies,
Stickers, Small Toys, Plastic Rings, Plastic Easter Eggs, Easter Basket Grass, Little Coloring
Books, Small Boxes of Crayons, etc.

FER 28™ 607:30PM EASTEBASKETS

Same as above
MAR 7T+ 607:30PM HYGIENKITBAGS

Gallon Size Plastic Bags, Travel or Small Size Hygiene Products like Shampoo, Deodorant,
Tooth Paste, Tooth Brushes, Soap Washcloth, Bottled Water, Granola Bars, Tissues,
Lotion, Shaving Supplies, White Socks, Knit Caps, etc.

MAR 14T+ 607:30PM JAREMBBOXES
See list on page 5.
MAR 218T 607:30PM JAREMBOXES

Same as above
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Jared Bex Project Suggested Teoy Lisk

Soft cover or cardboard books, rattles, stacking blocks, Farm animal sets, small toys that
clip onto strollers or cribs, bath toys, stuffed animals, balls, crib mirrors, busy boxes, light
up toys, musical toys, OBalls. Lamaze, Bright Start, and Sassy brand crib toys are great
Other toys that are labeled as suggested for infants. Be aware of choking hazards.

Soft cover or cardboard books, stacking blocks, farm animal sets, small toys that clip
onto strollers or cribs, bath toys, stuffed animals, balls, busy boxes, musical toys, pillow-
cases, fun socks, chunky crayons, coloring books, picture flashcards, bubbles, Play-Doh,
plastic cars, small dolls. Other toys that are labeled as suggested for children under 3. Be

aware of choking hazards.

Crayons, coloring books, grab-n-go activity kits, Play-Doh, books, stickers and sticker
work books, matchbox cars, nerf or rubber balls, stuffed animals, flash cards, bubbles,
fun socks, small action figures, small dolls, travel size games, Silly Putty, simple puzzles,
colorful pillowcases, princess crowns & dress up items, boy farm animals and dinosaurs,
achivity books, card games such as Go Fish, Old Maid, matching games. Other toys that are
labeled as suggested for Preschoolers.

Crayons, markers, colored pencils, coloring books, word searches, activity books, reading
books, matchbox cars, nerf balls, stuffed animals, stickers, Play-doh, Silly Putty, Alash
cards, Lego kits, travel games, craft kits, joke books, hand lotion, craft kits, colorful pillow
case, fun socks, Slinky, My Little Pony, action figures, puzzles, deck of cards, UNO card
game. Other toys that are labeled as suggested for school age children.

Crayon, colored pencils, coloring books, word searches, writing journals, Play-doh,
stuffed animals, card games, Lego kits, puzzles, books, magazines, Chapstick, hand lotion,
doodle pads, travel size games: Sorry, Connect 4, fuzzy/colorful socks, nail polish, jewel-

ry making kits, craft kits, paint sets. Other items that are labeled as suggested for teens.

No used toys or food items. No tiny items due to choking hazards.
Keep in mind, toys need to fit into a plastic shoe box.

k %k %k %k sk %k k %k sk ok ok k %k ok %k %k %k k 3k k

https://sllc90808.churchcenter.com/giving

“nowsavailablel
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St. Luke’s Christian
Feb ruary.

As we leap into February, we are excited to
explore all that this month has to offer! Itis hard
to believe that we are already HALF way through
our school year.. but with Parent-Teacher
conferences finished, we are re-energized with a
sense of direction, goals and new avenues to

- 2

"r" ASH WEDNESDAY 2/14/18

Our students will participate in a short Ash
Wednesday service at 11:004M.
[An evening service is available at 7PM.]

This marks the beginning of our Lenten Soup
Supper & a Project hosted on Wednesday evenings
@ &6PM. Join us for Food, Fun & Fellowship as we
use our hands to do God's work through various
community projects.

*Service hours awarded*

ESpecial Person's Day is a.he-lu?ed trachtlul:l. here at St
Luke's..
Each 51:udeu: may invite a special someone [16 yrs. or
older] to join them on the morning of:

Friday, February 9% from 9:30 - 11:30 am.
Our special persons will gather and meet their student
in the Sanciuary where we will join together for a
special Chapel presentation.
Afrerwards, the two of them will take a stroll through
the 5t. Luke's Promenade([Preschool], leisurely joining
in activities throughout the wvarious “classroom
boutiques”.
Permission slips and detailed information available in
the Preschool office.

Why we should teach Empathy to

Preschoolers

Indeed, research suggests the sooner we learn to
empathize, the better off we are in the long run.
People exposed to empathy earlier in life have
greater and longer-lasting emotional benefits
than those exposed to it later, or not at all. One
recent study suggests that children who are
taught social & emotional skills [(as opposed to
purely cognitive skills] in preschool have better
social skills and fewer behavioral problems.

Talk About Feelings- Help your preschooler
understand how he can affect the feelings of
others by talking about emotions.

Beward Kindness- Notice and praise acts of
kindness from your preschooler, no matter how
small

Demonstrate Kindness- Your preschooler learns
by watching yvou. so be sure to demunstrate
kindness — even with small arts. Foa 1

BOOSTER NEWS...
& Parent Night Outs are scheduled the second
Samurday of every month! Sign up your child

and beat the Valentine crowd! 2,/10/18

CARNIVAL... is quickly approaching, and we are asking
for wour help- DONATIONS NEEDED! We need
donations for our Silent Auction [Donation letter /Tax ID
is available in the preschool office), Baskets, Big Ribbon
& Cellophane.

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

gamers. bouace houre. music.
silent avction. prizer. beer garden
Fead & fun. fua FON!

Dates To Remember:

= 2/0 Special Person's Day

= 2/10 Parents Night Out

= 2/14 Ash Wednesday

=  2/19 President’s Day / School Closed
= 2/21.3/21 Soup Supper & a Project (WED.)

SAVE THE DATE: 3/10 Pub Crawl Bus Tour
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Sun 'Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
] 2 3

7 G G ) ) ) )

H¢ IZQ 1’34 M( l")’ léJ I/)
2/1 Reese Fandrich
2/3 Jameson McShane DR AR Y
2/7 Hans Heimburger
2/7 Lindsey McShane 250 260 277 28 1 1 J
2/7 Glorianna Mohr ] 1 ] 1
2/9 Diane Alonso Feb 7 Kids Club
2/9  MaryAnn Saupe Confirmation
2/10 Matthew Wall Feb 10 Parents’ Night Out
2/11 Megan Wall Feb 14 Valentine’s Day/Ash Wed.
2/16 Jaxsen Henry Feb 18 Council Meeting
2/19  Jeff Howard Feb 19 PRESIDENT’S Day - CLOSED
2/19 Clifton Patterson Il Feb 21 Lenten Soup Supper
2/25 Brent Leckich Feb 27 Preschool Board Meeting
2/28 Courtney Raziano Feb 28 Lenten Soup Supper

Happy
WEililili!l 2/14  Vance | Kim Frederick (36)
Anriversary! 2/16  Brett [ Laura Hunter (38)

Years will
99 pasi.
ifay vour love
forever lasii

T£€ ahyonhe’s birthday or ahhiversary is hot (isted,
please (et the office khow
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The Courier is the newsletter of
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church & Preschool
Our website address is
Stlukeslongbeach.org
Facebook ~ stlukeslutheranchurchlb

Email:
SLLC90808@gmail.com
SLCP90808@gmail.com

Church Office:  (562) 429-5967
Preschool: (562) 420-7308
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Contemporary Worship @ 9:00 AM
Mingle Time @ 10:00 AM
Adult Bible Study @ 10:15 AM
Traditional Worship @ 11:00 AM
Youth C.R.EW. @ 5:00 PM
MIDWEEK
Kids’ Club @ 4:00-5:00 PM — Wed.
Come visit us soon!

You are welcome here!

Rev. Garry F. Mohr — Pastor
Nic Chaffee — Contemporary Music Director
Dr. Marc Skuster — Organist
Bill Bode — Choir Director
Perry Saupe — Office Volunteer/President
Laura Hunter — Church Secretary
Candice Pearson — Preschool Director
Dr. Clifton Patterson — Youth Minister

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

“To know God'’s Love and Share It!”

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
& Christian Preschool

5633 East Wardlow Road

Long Beach, CA 90808

é Change
| Service

Requested
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